
ENDING THE CYCLE 
OF POVERTY

S E RV I N G  T H E  N O RT H W E S T  
R E G I O N  O F  L A N C A S T E R  C O U N T Y

Elizabethtown Community Housing & Outreach Services



 Our Story
Homelessness no longer was a “problem in cities” after the small community 
of Elizabethtown opened their newspapers one morning. A homeless father 
and son were living in a work shed in the local park, the paper reported. A 
collaboration of local churches, community members, and local school staff 
came together in unity, declaring, ‘not in our town’ would this need continue 
unmet. The group worked together to explore solutions, and in December 
2015, the doors of the Elizabethtown Winter Shelter opened at St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church.

That first winter, people in need entered the doors for a warm, safe, dry 
environment during the cold months. This organic, grassroots movement 
launched the application of a grant for a local social services agency. In 
July 2016, with the support of the Elizabethtown College acting as fiscal 
agent and providing office space and resources, ECHOS began. By May 
2017, ECHOS was expanding and opened a downtown office, working to 
meet the increased need to assist individuals and families experiencing or 
at risk for homelessness, all of whom live in poverty. In July 2018, ECHOS 
was recognized as a 501C3 nonprofit organization and opened a second 
office at Community Place on Washington. Ending the cycle of poverty and 
homelessness is now a reality in Elizabethtown. 

 How We are Funded
ECHOS is funded through a variety of sources including local community 
members, local businesses and churches, grants (federal, state, and county), 
and civic organizations.

BUILDING 
CONNECTIONS  

F O R  A  
B E T T E R  L I F E

“I’ve never had a place of my 
own. I can’t wait to sit and 
read a book!” – ECHOS Client



 Building Connections for a  
    Better Life with Urgent Services 

We are a community gateway to connect families and individuals in the 
greater Elizabethtown area.

 How to Make a Difference & Get Involved
BE A MONETARY SUPPORTER
100% of your gift can be used for rental assistance, financial counseling, 
car gas cards, job interview preparation and many more valuable, life-
changing services. Give online or mail/dropoff a check to the office. 

BE A HELPING HAND 
Gifts-in-kind like meals, grocery gift cards, furniture, and home startup 
items are extremely important to the success of our clients. 

BE A LISTENING EAR AND A VOICE
You can volunteer to help the families that need our services. You can also 
be a voice in the community to spread the word about ECHOS mission!

URGENT SERVICES  
TO MEET NEEDS
Family and Individual Support –  
Connecting individuals and families  
with community services.
Case Advocacy – Navigating social  
services that will improve each  
unique situation.
Emergency Shelter – Providing an  
overnight stay in cases of urgent need.
Eviction Prevention – Working  
alongside individuals and families  
to keep them in their home.

LONG-TERM PROGRAM BENEFITS
Medical Referrals – Securing fast access for individual health needs. 
Housing and Furniture Support – Locating a safe and comfortable home for 
individuals and families.
Food and Clothing Resources – Keeping people warm and achieving good nutrition.
Community Referrals – Connecting individuals with resources to support all  
areas of life.
Employment Assistance – Enhancing a client’s job search, résumé building and 
preparing them for job interviews.
Education and Support – Educating clients and our shared community.



 Our Community Partners
We are deeply grateful for these amazing 
group of collaborators who tirelessly move 
together to end the cycle of poverty and 
homelessness in our area. Thank you!

• Local community partners  
  through Elizabethtown Area HUB
• Lancaster County service  
  providers
• Churches and faith communities
• Local businesses
• Landlords and property owners
• Elizabethtown and Donegal  
  School Districts
• United Way of Lancaster County
• Lancaster Coalition to  
  End Homelessness
• Elizabethtown College

ECHOS @ Community Place  
on Washington
61 East Washington Street, Suite 110
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
717-361-0740 or 717-689-3423
Monday – Friday, 9:00am to 4:00pm

www.ECHOSLancaster.org 
info@ECHOSLancaster.org

POWERED BY UNITED WAY OF LANCASTER COUNTY

Elizabethtown Community Housing & Outreach Services

OUR MISSION 
AND VISION 
MISSION: Mobilize 
communities to provide 
services that prevent 
and alleviate poverty and 
empower stability in our 
neighbors.

VISION: Create a stable,  
thriving community.  


